ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

In Front and Behind
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Bori had a story to show Elio. She made a green leaf
puppet and put it behind a blue curtain. Elio carried a
bench into the garden. “l will sit here,” he said. From the
front, the little stage looked ready.
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Behind the curtam, Borl was still gettmg ready She held
the puppet above her head, but the cloth was higher than
she expected. The leaf slipped down. “Wait a little!” she
called. She wanted Elio to see the whole dance, not just

its beginning.
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Elio waited on the bench. A green point appeared above
the curtain, trembled, and disappeared. Then it happened
again. Perhaps that was the dance. “It is very short,” he
said quietly. He could not see the wing holding the puppet
below the cloth.
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Bori could hear him, but she could not see his face. Was
he laughing? Was he tired of waiting? She tried to lift the
leaf higher. The wooden handle pressed against the cloth,
and once again only the point of the leaf appeared.
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