ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

Again: The Box with Two Plans
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Elio found an empty box on the mat by the window. It was
wide enough to sit in, with four low sides and no lid. He
looked from the box to his book. A reading corner, he
thought. A place of my own.
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He put a soft cushion inside and pressed it flat. Then he
carried over his green book. The room was bright, but the
little space inside the box felt tucked away. Elio was just
about to sit down when Bori came in.
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“A boat!” said Bori, stopping beside the mat. “Where shall
we go?” Elio looked at the same four sides. He could see a
quiet corner. Bori could see the start of a journey. Neither

of them had moved the box.
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Elio sat on the cushion and opened his book. Beside him,
Bori spread her wings like oars. “Swish, swish! Here
comes a wave!” Elio read the first line twice. The pretend
sea was growing louder, and his reading corner was
getting smaller.
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