ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

The Boat Race on Mill Stream
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slid into the reeds. At last he put it down hard on the
grass and sat beside it.
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Bori turned the boat over and looked along its side. The
thin mast leaned to the left, and one side of the bark hull
was clearly thicker than the other.
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“That is why it turns,” she said. “The thick side sits lower
and drags in the water, so the boat swings toward it every

time.”
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They straightened the mast and rubbed the thick side on
a flat stone until both sides were even. Small curls of bark
gathered around their feet.
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