ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

Two Sides of the Fence
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The old apple tree stood on the fence line, its branches
reaching over both gardens. On Elio’s side, its shade fell
across the bench where Mum liked to sit.
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On the other side of the fence lived an old badger called
Tam. His vegetable bed began right at the fence, in the
deep shadow of the tree.
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Tam came to the gate with a basket of small, pale

cabbages and set it on the fence rail. “These are all | have
this year,” he said.
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“The tree takes my sun,” said Tam. “My cabbages by the
fence stay small and pale, while the ones at the far end
grow big.”
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