ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

Again: The Box with Two Plans
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He opened the book, but Bori leaned forward before he
began. “Could | listen from the boat?” Elio thought about
the swishing wings and the first line he had read twice.
“Yes, if the sea can be quiet while | read.” Bori folded her
wings.
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Elio sat on the mat beside the box and began again. Bori
listened from the cushion. When he paused, she asked
where the little boat in their new story might go next. Elio
pointed to the page. “Let us see what this part tells us.”
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After a while, Bori stepped out. “Your quiet turn,” she
said. Elio settled into the box with the book. Bori sat
beside him instead of rowing. For a moment, neither
friend spoke. The same four sides made a small,
comfortable corner.
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At the end, they sat on the mat with the open book
between them. The box was still a box, and the cushion
was still inside it. “Tomorrow?” asked Bori. “We can make

a new plan,” said Elio. Today, they had found room for
both.
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