ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

The Night of the Missing Moon
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Elio looked into his basket. It was empty. He had hoped
the moon might be small enough to carry. “Maybe it is
hiding,” he said, and his voice went small too.
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Mum sat down on the low bridge. “Come and sit with me,”
she said. “The moon has not gone anywhere.” She pointed
up. A grey cloud was moving, but slowly.
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The cloud slid past the roof. There was the moon, white
and round, exactly where it had been. Elio stood up so
quickly that his basket fell over.
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“It was behind the cloud all along,” said Bori. “The cloud
hid it, like a curtain.” Elio looked at the sky and then at
the dark garden. Nothing had been lost.
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“The moon does not make its own light,” said Mum. “It
shines with light from the sun. Clouds can hide it, but
they cannot take it away.”
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They walked back to the cottage under the bright moon.
Elio carried the empty basket and laughed at it. “Next
time | will look for clouds first,” he said.
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