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ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIE

The Boat Race on Mill Stream
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Mill Stream ran shallow and quick behind the old stone
mill, and its water wheel turned all morning. Elio and Bori
set two bark boats on the flat grey stone.
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“First one to the bend wins,” said Bori. She placed her
plain boat straight in the current, then Elio set his beside
it.
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Elio’s boat turned sideways at once. It drifted into the
small reed patch at the bend and stopped there, tapping
quietly against the stems.
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Bori’s boat rode the middle of the stream all the way to
the bend. Elio pulled his boat back with a long hooked
stick, careful not to step into the water.
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slid into the reeds. At last he put it down hard on the
grass and sat beside it.
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Bori turned the boat over and looked along its side. The
thin mast leaned to the left, and one side of the bark hull
was clearly thicker than the other.
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