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ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

The Lantern Clue
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At the evening market, Elio carried the red paper lantern
Mum had given him. Its little bulb ran on a battery, not a
flame, and its light bobbed beside the bread stalls.

ELIO - dz2|R9| 22 WA Chapter 1 - The Missing Lantern - 1



wooden crate and ran to see. The buns were warm and
round. For a moment, he forgot everything else.
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When Elio came back, the crate was empty. The lantern
was gone. He looked under the table and behind the
honey jars. “Where is it?” he asked. Bori looked too.
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“l saw a red glow near the tea stall,” said Bori. “But it
moved away.” Elio’s shoulders dropped. Had someone
taken his lantern? Mum knelt beside him. “Let’s look for
clues,” she said.
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First, they found a thin red thread caught on the corner of
the crate. Next, Elio noticed small wet spots on the
stones. They led past the pickle jars and the stack of
bowls.
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“The thread is from my lantern’s tassel,” said Elio. “It
must have caught when the lantern fell.” “And the spots
are water,” said Bori. “Someone walked this way.” They
followed the trail slowly.
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