ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

A Letter from the Far Hill
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Elio stepped on the first stone, then the second, then the
third. Mum held Bori’s wing, and they crossed together.
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On the far bank stood a small cottage with a red roof and
a red gate. Someone was sweeping the step with a long
broom.
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The otter at the gate was older and grey, wnth a Moss-

green shawl over her shoulders. “Wren?” said Mum. The
broom stopped in the air.
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Inside, above the stone hearth, hung half a drawing on the
wall. It showed the far side of the hill, half a bent pine,

and a red gate.
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Mum unfolded the paper and held it open beside the other
half. The two torn edges met exactly at the bent pine.
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They stayed for tea and talked until the light turned gold.
On the way home Elio asked, “Will you send her a picture
back?” “Tomorrow,” said Mum.
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