ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

Backwards Through the Day
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The bench came first, because Mum had been there last.
Elio crawled underneath. “Found it!” he shouted, and held
up something round and brown. It was a pebble.
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Next came the washing line. Bori walked under the three
white sheets, looking down at every blade of grass. She
found one wooden peg, but no button.
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Elio sat down on the path. “Maybe a bird took it,” he said.
“Maybe,” said Mum, “but we have one more place to look
before we start guessing.”

ELIO - ¥2|29| 22 WA Chapter 2 - Three Places, No Button - 3



Last of all, but first of the day, was the bean bed. They
went between the tall plants and looked under every leaf.
There were beans, and more beans, and no button.
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“What did you do here, exactly?” asked Elio. Mum bent
over the bean plants. “l had the basket right beside me,”
she said, “and | was picking beans like this.”
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“It is not on the ground,” said Elio. “So if it fell out while
you were picking, it fell into the basket. Where did the
beans go after that?”
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“Into the green bowl,” said Mum. They hurried inside and
took the bean pods out, a few at a time. Near the bottom,
something clicked against the bowl.
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There lay the big wooden button, right where they had
started. “It was never lost,” said Elio. “It just went where
the beans went.” Mum stitched it on before bedtime.
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