ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

The Birthday Question
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Tomorrow was Mum’s birthday. While she was out in the
garden, Elio pulled Bori into the kitchen. “l have a plan,”

he whispered. “We wake her early with a song, and
breakfast is already waiting.”
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Bori tilted her head. “What if she does not want to wake
up early? We could just ask her what she would like.”
“Then it is not a surprise,” said Elio. “A surprise has to be

a secret.”
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“| like surprises as well,” said Bori. “But last winter
someone gave me a knitted hat as a surprise. | never wear
hats. It is still in a drawer, and | feel a little bad every time
| see it.”
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Elio thought about the hat in the drawer. “But if we ask
her straight out, she will know. | want to watch her face
when she finds the surprise.” Both of them had a good
reason. “Then we ask without saying why,” said Bori.
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