ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

Make a Claim, Find a Clue
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Begin with a question: how does a small object become
useful in a story? Keep your first answer as a draft that
you may revise.
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The leaf moves upward in the wind. A claim should fit the
evidence we have so far. What claim would go beyond
what this picture shows?
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Now the leaf is near water. A reader may connect this
setting with a possible ending. A reasonable prediction
still needs to be checked later.
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Only part of the yellow leaf is visible. Explain how this
clue supports a search. Would your explanation still work
if the yellow edge were hidden?
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Elio picks up the leaf. Describe the action, then propose a
purpose. Label which part of your sentence is observation
and which part is interpretation.
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The ending tests earlier predictions. If your idea was
different, revise it using the new picture. Revision is a way
to respond to evidence.
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Begin the pebble story with the same question about
usefulness. Do not assume that a second story must solve
its problem in the same way.
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The big stone needs both paws. Which details support a

comparison of size? Avoid adding a measurement that the
picture does not provide.
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A smaller stone appears. Compare it with the earlier one,
while noticing that each picture is a selected view. What
comparison can you explain carefully?
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The stones form an arrangement in the water. Build a
claim about the arrangement rather than simply listing
the objects. Which details support your claim?
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The snail changes the context of the problem. Reconsider
who might benefit from the stones. Does the new
information support or challenge your first explanation?
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Elio points across the stones. Combine this action with an
earlier clue to explain your interpretation. A supported
explanation may need more than one picture.
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The snail moves across. Compare this result with the
leaf’s journey. ldentify a meaningful difference, rather
than saying only that both stories have Elio.
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Write a short comparison: make a claim, use a clue from
each story, and name something you still cannot know.
Leave room for another supported interpretation.
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