ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

What Should We Build?
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“A sandbox needs dry ground, or the sand turns to mud,”
said Mum. “A bench needs shade, because nobody sits in
the sun all afternoon.”
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Tam rested one paw on the sunny half of the lot.
“Cabbages need sun all morning,” he said. “Mine get
almost none behind the fence.”
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They laid pebbles where each thing would go. The bench
took two of Bori’s steps, the raised bed took three, and
the stage needed four.
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“Nine of my steps,” said Bori, counting on her wing tips.
“Two and three and four make nine. That leaves nothing
at all for the path.”
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So they dropped the stage and the sandbox. The bench
went under the oak, the raised bed went in the sun, and

four flat stones went into the path.
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The bench had a wide flat seat. That evening Bori placed

her three puppets on it, and Elio set the last path stone
into the mud.
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