ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

The Birthday Question
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“She did not ask for a present,” said Bori. “She told us
about a morning. Maybe the morning can be the present.”
Elio sat up. “And it can still be a secret. She will not know
until she walks in.”
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Early the next day, Bori crept in by the back door. Elio
swept on tiptoe and set out three plates. Together they
slid the armchair over to the sunny window and put
Mum’s book on its arm.
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Then they waited. The kltchen grew brlghter. The bread
sat ready under a cloth. Elio wanted to knock on her door
so badly that he sat on his paws. A slow morning was
hard work for the ones who were waiting.
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At last the bedroom door opened. Mum stood still and
looked: the clean floor, the plates, her chair by the bright
window. Nobody sang. Nobody needed anything. “How
did you know?” she asked softly.
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“It was Bori who asked about mornings, not presents,”
said Elio, “and | kept the secret.” Mum sat down in her
armchair. “So | got the slow morning | wanted,” she said,
“and a surprise | did not expect. That makes two
presents.”
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They ate bread and jam by the window. “Next year,” said
Elio, “l will ask you a question first, but | will not tell you
why.” Mum laughed. “Then | promise not to guess.”
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