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ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

Backwards Through the Day
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After supper, Mum sat down to finish the new cushion
cover. It needed only one more thing: the big wooden
button she had bought at the market.
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She reached into her apron pocket. It was empty. She
looked in her tin of threads, then under the cushion cover.
“The button is gone,” she said. “It was in my pocket this
morning.”
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Elio jumped up. “l will look everywhere!” “Everywhere is a
very big place,” said Mum. “Let’s look only where | have
been today, and let’s go backwards.”
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Mum went back through the day. “Before this, | rested on

the bench by the gate. Before that, | hung the washing.
And first thing this morning, | was out picking beans.”
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