ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

The Door That Stuck
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Rain fell all morning. After lunch, the back door would not
open.
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Elio pulled. It moved a little, then stuck hard on the sill.
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“It opened fine yesterday,” said Bori. “What changed?”
Elio looked at the bottom.
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The wood there was dark and wet. Rain had run under the
door.
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Bori touched the sill. “Wet here too.” The top of the door
was dry and smooth.
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“Wood drinks water and swells,” said Mum. “Wet wood is
bigger than dry wood.”
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They left the door alone. Wind and sun dried the wet sill
all afternoon.
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After supper, Elio pulled again. The door swung open.
“Dry wood shrinks,” said Bori.
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