ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

Two Sides of the Fence
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The old apple tree stood on the fence line, its branches
reaching over both gardens. On Elio’s side, its shade fell
across the bench where Mum liked to sit.
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On the other side of the fence lived an old badger called
Tam. His vegetable bed began right at the fence, in the
deep shadow of the tree.
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Tam came to the gate with a basket of small, pale

cabbages and set it on the fence rail. “These are all | have
this year,” he said.
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“The tree takes my sun,” said Tam. “My cabbages by the
fence stay small and pale, while the ones at the far end
grow big.”
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Mum looked at the bench under the leaves. “On a hot day,
that shade is the only cool place we have,” she said. “| sit
here every afternoon.”
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Bori stood between them with her wings out. “The tree
was here before the fence,” she said. “It should stay just
as it is, every branch.”
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Elio walked slowly along Tam’s bed. The cabbages near
the fence were small and pale, while the ones at the far
end were twice as big.
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He walked back and sat on the bench in the cool shade.

The leaves made a green roof over his head, and he did
not want the branches cut.
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“We cannot both have all of it,” said Mum. “But we can
have some.” She went to the shed and brought out the

long-handled pruning saw.
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Tam pointed to the branch that hung over his bed. Mum

used the long-handled saw from the ground, and the low
branch came away.
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The bench still had shade in the afternoon. On the other
side, Tam’s bed had sun for most of the day, and the

cabbages lifted their leaves.
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In spring, Tam planted his cabbages two steps back from
the fence. “Now we both have some,” said Bori, and the
apple tree stayed where it was.
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