ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

The Story Changes
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On the top step stood a basket of red apples. Elio swept
the path, Bori stacked the flower pots, and Mum carried
out the washing.
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A gust of wind lifted the cloth on the basket like a small

sail. The basket tipped over, and red apples rolled down
every step.
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Everyone talked at once. Bori. “My
broom touched something,” said Elio. “l put the basket too
near the edge,” said Mum.
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Later they told it again, and the stories did not match. Elio
said he had been at the far end of the path, and Bori said
he had been beside the steps.
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“One of us must be wrong,” said Bori. “Or we each saw a
different part,” said Mum. “Let us draw what we saw, and
then compare.”
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Bori drew a basket with the cloth standing up like a sail.
She had looked up at the exact moment she heard the

gust of wind.
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Elio drew his broom beside the step. He had felt a small
knock through the handle, but he had not even turned his
head to look.
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Mum drew the basket on the very edge of the top step,
where she had set it down in a hurry before carrying the

washing.
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They laid the three drawings on the kitchen table in a

row. First the edge, then the gust, then the broom, in the
order they happened.
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“All three happened,” said Elio, putting a pebble on each
drawing. “The basket was already on the edge. The wind
pushed it. My broom finished it.”
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Nobody had lied, and nobody had seen the whole thing.
Bori stacked the three drawings and put them carefully on
the kitchen shelf, where anyone could look.
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Now the basket of apples sat on the flat stone, away from
the step. “That is the true story,” said Mum, “or at least
most of it.”
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