ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

Same Stars, Different Names
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On the warmest evening of summer, Mum spread a
blanket on the slope behind the cottage. Elio and Bori lay
on their backs. The sky was turning dark, and the first six
stars had come out, close together in a little group.
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“A fish!” said Elio, pointing. “Look, it is jumping. The top
one is its nose, and the two at the bottom are its fins.”
Bori looked hard at the same stars. “That is not a fish,”
she said. “That is a duck, flying home.”
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Elio pointed harder. “Look! Can’t you see it?” Bori pointed
as well, and a paw and a wing crossed in the dark. From
where each of them lay, the other seemed to be pointing
at quite different stars.
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“The two bottom stars are the fins,” said Elio. “No, they
are the feet,” said Bori. They were talking about the very
same stars, but each star had a different job in each
picture.

ELIO - H2|29| &2 LA



Mum came back with six white pebbles from the garden.
“Let’s bring the stars down where we can all see them,”
she said. Together they set the pebbles out on the dark
blanket, copying the group above.

ELIO - H2|29| &2 LA



Elio traced his fish in the air just above the pebbles: nose,
back, belly, fins. Bori watched his paw. “Oh,” she said
slowly. “Now | can spot your fish.” Then she traced her
duck, and Elio found it as well.

ELIO - H2|29| &2 LA



Now they could each see both pictures, and that made it
worse. “But which one is it really?” asked Bori. “It cannot
be a fish and a duck at once.” Elio frowned at the pebbles.
He wanted one answer too.
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Mum lay back on the blanket. “Look closely,” she said.
“Are there any lines up there?” They looked. There were
six bright points and a great deal of dark sky. “We are the
ones who add the lines,” said Mum.
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“When | was your age,” Mum said, “l had a name for these
six: the Kettle. My mother showed me the spout and the
handle.” Elio and Bori looked again. Then, all at once, they
could see a kettle too.
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Bori giggled. “You found a fish because you think about
fish all day,” she told Elio. “And you found a duck,” said
Elio, “because you are one.” Mum smiled. “The pictures we

find in the stars can say something about us.”
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“Can it be anything, then?” asked Elio. “A spoon?” They
tried. A spoon needed only some of the stars, and two
were left over. “A good name uses all six,” said Bori. The
fish, the duck and the Kettle all did.
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They went back down to the cottage with three names for
one group of stars. Halfway down, Elio turned and looked

up. “Tomorrow,” he said, “let’s choose new stars and
name them together.”
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