ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES
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At the end of the lane stood a little wooden book box on a
post, with a glass door and a bench beside it. Anyone
could borrow a book, as long as they brought one back.
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Elio swung the door open and took out the old blue book.
“This one again!” he said. He had read it four times
already. Bori looked at him. “Again? There are five other
books in there.”

ELIO - H2|29| &2 LA



“Every time | read it, | fmd something new,” said Ello.
“Last time, | noticed a tiny bridge on the first page. | had
never spotted it before.”
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Bori tilted her head. “But a new book can surprise you,”
she said. “You can’t be surprised by a story when you
already know the end.”
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visiting an old friend.” “And | like not knowing,” said Bori.
“It feels like opening a present.”
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Mum was resting on the bench, listening. “Have either of
you tried it the other way?” she asked. Elio and Bori
looked at each other. Neither of them had.
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So they swapped. Bori chose a book for Elio, a yellow one
he had never opened. Elio gave Bori his old blue book.
They each took one end of the bench and began.
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The next afternoon, Elio sighed over the yellow book. “

don’t know anyone in the book yet,” he said. “It’s like
walking into a room full of strangers.”
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Bori was laughing at the blue book “The little fox is very
funny!” Then her face changed. “Wait. | want to read this
part again,” she said, and turned back a page.
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“Only this page. The first time, | read it quickly to find out
what happens. The second time, | noticed how the fox
felt.”
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A few days later, Ello shut the yellow book with a happy
sigh. “Halfway through, the strangers turned into friends,”
he said. “Now | want to read it again.” Mum smiled. “So a
new book can become an old friend.”
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“And an old book can feel new,” said Bori, “when another
reader shows you why they love it.” They put both books
back in the box, side by side, for the next reader.
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