ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

The Lantern Clue
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At the evening market, Elio carried the red paper lantern
Mum had given him. Its little bulb ran on a battery, not a
flame, and its light bobbed beside the bread stalls.
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wooden crate and ran to see. The buns were warm and
round. For a moment, he forgot everything else.
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When Elio came back, the crate was empty. The lantern
was gone. He looked under the table and behind the
honey jars. “Where is it?” he asked. Bori looked too.
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“l saw a red glow near the tea stall,” said Bori. “But it
moved away.” Elio’s shoulders dropped. Had someone
taken his lantern? Mum knelt beside him. “Let’s look for
clues,” she said.
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First, they found a thin red thread caught on the corner of
the crate. Next, Elio noticed small wet spots on the
stones. They led past the pickle jars and the stack of
bowls.
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“The thread is from my lantern’s tassel,” said Elio. “It
must have caught when the lantern fell.” “And the spots
are water,” said Bori. “Someone walked this way.” They
followed the trail slowly.
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The trail turned behind the tea stall and stopped at a low
shelf under the eave. Something went tap, tap against the
wood. Elio stood on tiptoe and looked up.
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There sat the red lantern, safe on the dry shelf. Its little
battery light glowed. “It’s here!” Elio shouted. Bori

clapped her wings. Mum smiled and pointed at the muddy
boots behind the counter.
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A tall grey hare in an apron came out of the tea stall. “You
found it!” she said. “The wind knocked it off the crate. |
put it on the shelf, out of the rain.”
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“Your boots left the wet spots,” said Elio. “l carried water
from the well,” said the tea seller. Elio looked at his paws.
“l thought someone took my lantern. | am sorry.”
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“No harm done,” she said. “A lantern should stay dry.”
Mum put her paw on Elio’s shoulder. Bori lifted the
lantern carefully. Its red paper was whole and its light
was steady.
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They carried the lantern home through the market. Its
paper was whole, its light steady, and it led the way.
“Next time, | will hold it tight,” said Elio.
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