ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

The Clock That Stopped
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The clock on the kitchen wall stopped at eight while
everyone slept. In the morning nobody looked up at it,
and the hands did not move.
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Elio thought it was still early, so he swept the stone step
twice and stacked the clean bowls into a tall, careful

tower, one by one.
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Mum thought it was early too. She set the bread dough by
the sunny window to rise, then went out to the garden
with her basket.
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By the time Elio came in, the dough had climbed over the
rim of the bowl and onto the table. “It cannot be eight,”
said Mum.
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She tapped the round clock with one paw. It did not tick.
The little key on its side hung still on its short chain.
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“The spring ran down,” said Mum. “A clock has to be
wound every week, or it stops and the hands stay where
they are.”
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Next morning, Elio pushed a straight stick into the garden
bed, and Bori marked the tip of its long morning shadow
with a small pale pebble.
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At first the shadow was long. Through the day it grew

short, then long again on the other side, and three
pebbles marked the curve.
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“Watch the shadow,” said Mum. “When it is shortest, the
sun is highest in the sky, and the morning turns into the
afternoon.”
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They waited for the next noon. When the shadow was

shortest of all, Mum set the clock to twelve and wound it
until the key would turn no more.
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By evening the clock was still ticking softly on the wall.
Elio marked the shadow again and again with small
pebbles until the light faded.
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“Tomorrow we wind it before breakfast,” said Mum. Elio
put the pebbles in a neat row on the garden path, ready
for another day.
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