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ELIO’S LITTLE DISCOVERIES

A Letter from the Far Hill
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Elio was looking for a pencil in the old dresser when a
folded paper slid out of the drawer and landed at his feet.
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The paper was soft with age and torn along one edge. On

it, someone had drawn a hill, a bent pine tree, and three
round stones.
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“l know this,” said Mum. “Wren drew it when we were
small. That is the hill, the bent pine, and the stream with
its three stones.”
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“She moved beyond the hill back then,” said Mum. “She
sent this drawing, and | never answered it. | did not know
what to say.”
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They walked past the mill and along the hill path until
they found the bent pine. Its trunk leaned low over the
way, just as in the drawing.
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Beside it, the stream ran shallow over pale stones. Three
flat rocks crossed the water in a straight line, just as the
drawing showed.
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Elio stepped on the first stone, then the second, then the
third. Mum held Bori’s wing, and they crossed together.
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On the far bank stood a small cottage with a red roof and
a red gate. Someone was sweeping the step with a long
broom.
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The otter at the gate was older and grey, wnth a Moss-

green shawl over her shoulders. “Wren?” said Mum. The
broom stopped in the air.
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Inside, above the stone hearth, hung half a drawing on the
wall. It showed the far side of the hill, half a bent pine,

and a red gate.
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Mum unfolded the paper and held it open beside the other
half. The two torn edges met exactly at the bent pine.

ELIO - dz2|R9| 22 WA Chapter 3 - The Other Half - 11



They stayed for tea and talked until the light turned gold.
On the way home Elio asked, “Will you send her a picture
back?” “Tomorrow,” said Mum.
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